CHAPTEE VI

SANSKBIT  AS  KHOWN  OUTSIDE INDIA.

WE have seen that the history of the language of
India and its various dialects is more com-
plete in its successive periods than that of almost any
other language.

Yet such was the surprise created by the discovery
of this language and by its startling similarity to the
classical languages of Greece and Home, that some of
the most enlightened spirits of the last century declined
to believe in its historical reality, and accused the wily
Brahmans of having forged it to deceive their conquer-
ors.   No one gave stronger expression to that opinion
than Dugald Stewart in his Conjectures wrwerni'mj
the Origin of Uio Sanskrit.   At present this controversy
has no more than an historical interest.    Still it may
be useful to show how the existence of Sanskrit, as a
real language, might have been proved by independent
testimony, namely by the accounts left us by the four
nations who successively came in contact with India, the
Jews, the Greeks, the Chinese, and the Arabs.    Besides,
though it is true that we do not want their evidence
any longer to prove that Sanskrit was a real, not a